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Past Photos

These are pictures I took just after I purchased my 
Canon Rebel T3. I had little knowledge of how to 
effectively capture images, but I began shooting and 
taught myself the basics. 

I processed these images using Adobe Photoshop 
and used minimal editing. I used adjustment layers to 
increase the contrast and brightness on each photo. 



Color Study



Flora and Fauna 

I captured these images in the BYU-Idaho 
Greenhouses using a variety of aperture and 
shutter speed settings. To process them, I 
increased the contrast on each and adjusted the 
levels. Additionally, I used the dodge and burn 
tools to adjust the shadows around the subjects. 



Perspective of 12

I took a series of photos using my hockey 
skates to show how ordinary objects can make 
for excellent photographs. I used a variety of 
angles and perspectives in order to achieve un-
qiue shots. I also had them set up on a marble 
counter to give texture to the images. 

I edited these images in Adobe Photoshop, and 
I concentrated on the basics. I once again used 
adjustment layers to increase and decrease 
the contrast and brightness. Additionally, I 
decreased the saturation and turned one photo 
black and white. In my opinion, it is both more 
appealing and stronger overall. 



ACR and Lightroom 
While Adobe Photoshop is a great editing program, there 
are others that work well in given situations. I used Adobe 
Camera Raw to edit the image on the left and Adobe 
Lightroom for the images on the right. 

To process the image in ACR, I began by lightening the 
shadows. I then increased the saturation and adjusted the 
FRORU�EDODQFH�VOLJKWO\�VR�WKH�LPDJH�ZDVQ·W�TXLWH�VR�ZDUP��
Using Adobe Lightroom for the other two images, I 
increased the contrast on both and used the adjustment 
brush as well as the spot healing tool to remove blemishes 
and to enhance certain features. 



Portraits



Flexible Editing

,�WRRN�DOO�RI�WKHVH�LPDJHV�ZKLOH�Á\ÀVKLQJ�LQ�:\RPLQJ��,Q�
order to get the soft water look in the bottom image, I had 
my camera set on a tripod. By using the extra piece of 
equipment, I was able to get the effect on the water I 
wanted, but was still able to maintain a sharp focus. 

To process each of these photos, I used adjustment layers. 
For the picture of the Green River on the right, I used the 
GRGJH�DQG�EXUQ�WRROV��2Q�WKH�ERWWRP�LPDJH��,�XVHG�D�ÀOWHU�
and a mask to deepen the color of the water. Lastly, I used 
D�PDVN�RQ�WKH�OD\HU�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�VDWXUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ÀVK�WR�
the left, but not on the hand holding him. 



Bannack, MT



Priority Modes

Priority modes are a great transition tool into 
shooting in manual. I took these 
images using shutter priority and AV priority. 
For the spillway, I had to wait until later in the 
GD\�VR�P\�VXEMHFW�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�EORZQ�RXW�GXH�
to overexposure. I then processed the image 
by increasing the contrast and adjusting the 
saturation. 

I processed the other two images using basic 
edits. I increased the contrast and brightness 
on both and adjusted the levels. 
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Visual Media is both a way to communicate and to express 
RXUVHOYHV�DUWLVWLFDOO\��0RUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\��SKRWRJUDSK\�DOORZV�XV�
to capture moments and to preserve memories. Personally, 
my favorite aspect is shooting a seemingly ordinary situation in 
such a way it becomes extraordinary. I look forward to further 
developing my skills showcased here and exploring new ones 
as I continue with this lifelong passion. 

Photography, editing, layout design, and writing by Baylee Colton.
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